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UPCOMING
EVENTS
No April Board 
Meeting or Program 

Work Day
Saturday, May 21, 2022
7:45 am to 12:00 noon
West Branch of the 
White River
Chad Tucker
920-540-4665
chadmtucker1@gmail.com

CWTU Picnic
& Info Exchange 
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Marble Park, Winneconne
Picnic at 5:30 pm
Hands-on demos to follow
Fly casting, rigging, kayak 
fishing and more.
Beginners to experienced
anglers welcome.

Brookie
Saturday, April 30, 2022 

Doors open 3:00pm - Dinner at 5:30pm

Mt. Morris Camp & Retreat
CWTU Conservation Banquet

F LY  F I S H I N G  S C H O O L
Presented by Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited

Amherst, WI

Come 
Discover 
Fly Fishing!

Come 
Discover 
Fly Fishing!

June 4 & 5, 2022
For more info contact Scott at 920-687-0987 or email at oossg@vbe.com.

Our �rst banquet in several years is just a few weeks away! 
I hope to see many of you there. It will be a fun gathering that’s way 
overdue. Prizes keep pouring in, and this is going to be a good one! �e 
banquet committee, led by Laura Tucker, has been busy pulling every-
thing together.

On Tuesday, May 10, CWTU will be hosting a picnic and hands-on 
demos on kayak �shing, �y casting, rigging and more. Picnic to start at 
5:30 pm with activities to follow. �is is a casual event. Whether you are 
new to the sport or have years of experience, there is aways something to 
learn from our cast of characters. Bring your questions, say hello and 
catch up with old friends. Better yet, make a few new ones.

We will be kicking o� the 2022 work day season on Saturday, May 21. 
Anyone interested in signing up or has questions, reach out to Chad 
Tucker at 920-540-4665 or chadmtucker1@gmail.com.

�e new CWTU website is up. Go to centralwisconsintu.org to check 
it out. Note this is new and there are still a few tweaks to be made here 
and there. Also, in the next month or so, our old website address, 
cwtu.org will also link to this new site.  



�e “Trout Opener” or "�e Opener" may be obsolete 
terms, but there was a time when the early catch and 
release season wasn't even a thought in the planning 
of local �shery management strategies. Of course, the fact 
that catch and release was rarely practiced may have been a big part 
of the reason. 
Back in the 1960s and 70s, the beginning of trout season truly was 
an almost celebratory event. It was a magical time when excitement 
ran high, as �sherman from all areas of the state of Wisconsin 
prepared for the annual event. It was associated yearly with the �rst 
Saturday in May.
Preparations usually began months in advance, o�en when there 
was still snow on the ground and most streams were still caught in 
the icy grip of winter. Slow but sure, prep began with daydreams of 
memories of seasons past that now inspired book and magazine 
reading, a�liated with stories of trout and �shing. 
�en it progressed to tying �ies: streamer patterns like Muddlers 
and Spuddlers, Black and Grey Ghost patterns. Light and Dark 
Tiger Edson's and Coachman and Royal Coachman’s. 
Back then the only other �y patterns I �shed were dry �ies tied in 
either Wul� style or Art Flick's quill body style, all to be ready for 
any may�y hatch that had the nerve to occur during the opener. 
�is of course depended greatly on weather, and if it was an early or 
late spring. 
�ere was also much sorting and preparing of gear. O�en waders 
needed patching or replacing, as well as net bags. Rods, reels, line 
and backing were also all closely examined to make sure everything 
was in good working order. Here I must also dare to mention the 
�sherman’s creel, originally wicker and later Arctic in burlap form.
As the countdown began, the number of days decreasing one by 
one, inching ever closer to the opener, anticipation increased 

by: Jeff Treu

exponentially, sometimes providing for restless or even sleepless 
nights leading up to that �rst Saturday in May.
What was it that made this such an unusually exciting event? Of 
course, �rst and foremost as is with most things, it related to having 
a passion for �shing trout species. Exempli�ed by being on the 
water again for what seemed like forever, a�er a long-closed season. 
Being able to travel to wonderful places where only trout live. �en 
there were the trout themselves, spectacular �sh of endless color, 
variety and sporting opportunity.
It was also so much more. It was the �rst green grass of the season. 
Along with violets and skunk cabbage and maybe even the sight of 
a few new spears of asparagus as a �sherman followed a fence line 
down to the river. Or the suddenness of fully leafed trees, the still 
cool fresh air of frosty mornings and the warm sun ray-�lled 
a�ernoons. 
It was a time of drumming grouse and eventually gobbling turkeys. 
�ere were also the distant sounds that only a pileated woodpecker 
can make as he works his way through a woodlot.  

�ere were sightings of mink, muskrat, otter and beaver or deer. 
Ducks, geese and heron, along with a multitude of song birds, and 
the arrival of the �rst of the season’s swallows, gliding up and down 
the streams feeding on early season insects. �ere were, to the �y 
�sher’s delight, also the �rst may�y hatches of the season enticing 
trout to the stream surface. 
�is is only a short list of some of the things that come to mind 
when I think of an event that many referred to as the opener. �ere 
were certainly other things like the camaraderie of friends �shing 
together with a shared passion, concerning trout. Something that 
only a trout species and a cold stream could provide.
�e days of waiting for the opener have been a bit subdued by the now 
early catch and release season, which is certainly not a bad thing, and 
actually a real bonus for the �sherman. Anticipation may be a bit curtailed 
because of it, but the clean water and places where trout are found never 
get old. 

�ey have a way of �lling the senses and sharpening the mind. And the 
excitement that these prism-colored creatures in all their iridescence and 
halo-spotted glory provide the trout �sherman still seems to bring an 
endless form of satisfaction. Even a�er many openers have long passed. 

However, new opportunities and anticipation yet to be realized always lie 
ahead in the trout �sherman’s visions and dreams. In some small way each 
new season on the water brings its own new level of excitement for the 
opener. If not for an actual date, then instead for a new season of golden, 
rainbow and vermiculated memories!

Trout Opener Excitement



Special thanks to our CWTU supporters:

oshkosho�cesystems.com
920-235-8200

tightlines�yshop.com
920-336-4106

initial-design.com
920-477-5062

becksmeatprocessing.com
920-230-3393

Email: oossg@vbe.com
920-687-0987

russellmoccasin.com
920-361-2252

salaswang.com
312-803-4963

darkwaters�yshop.com
906-284-9305
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stmarysrapidsguiding.com
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208-486-6098

bend�yshop.com
541-389-6151



Meeting Location: Zoom

President Wayne Parmley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. (Quorum present)  

Minutes of 2-8-2022 Board Meeting: The minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Joe Peikert gave the report and it was accepted. List of volunteer hours needed for annual activity 
report. Include financial information and hours of work. Please send report to Joe Peikert.

Business:

CWTU Board Seats: There are three seats open to replace those of John Tucker, Jeff Treu and Dennis Drazkowski.
Above board members thanked for their service to CWTU. Nominations include Jim Danhauer and John Tucker. The 
above passed unanimously for board membership. A third position remains open. 

2022 CWTU Banquet: Report by Laura Tucker. The CWTU Annual Banquet is April 30, 2022, at Mount Morris Camp 
and Convention Center. Committee planning Zoom meeting following tonight’s board meeting. Wisconsin Band D and C 
is excited to perform. Advertising in place. The caterer is Rockman’s Catering. Invitations have been sent to all CWTU 
members.  

Dan Harmon III Fly Fishing School: Jeff Treu reported the school will be held at Riverside Bible Camp in 
Amherst.  Jeff Treu, John Gremmer and Dan Harmon are continuing to organize a great learning event. Information is on 
the website (centralwisconsintu.org). Date June 4-5, 2002.

CWTU New Website: Wayne Parmley reported that the new website is up and running (centralwisconsintu.org) The 
older website (cwtu.org) will also link to this new website in the coming month or so.

Work Days: Chad Tucker reported that the first work day will be at West Branch of the White River (Younglove easement) 
on May 21, 2022. Most of the work days this summer will be located there. Donuts, fruit, and coffee served in the morning. 
Shoreside lunch post work. All are welcome. To sign up contact Chad Tucker at 920-540-4665 or chadmtucker1@gmail.com. 

Dam Removal West Branch of the White Project: John Tucker gave an update on this project. TU-CARES project in 
combination with DNR, and the town of Wautoma. Project is estimated at $1,983,000. TU will be working with stream 
restoration up and downside of the structure. Creation of meandering river is planned. Easements are being obtained. Estimated 
completion date is 2023.

April - Board Meeting: No board meeting scheduled in April as banquet is April 30, 2022. 

May - Board Meeting/Picnic/Program: Next meeting May 10, 2022 in Marble Park. 

June & July - Board Meeting & Picnic: Locations to be determined.

August - Board Meeting & Picnic: The Tuckers on the Pine will be hosting. 

Fall - CWTU Board Meetings and Event Location: Consideration of other location of meetings in place. Please refer your 
suggestions to Wayne Parmley. Christianos Pizza in Wautoma is welcoming CWTU to have meetings there as an option. 

CWTU Business Cards: Wayne Parmley is creating new business cards of any officer or board member insterested. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.
- Recorded by Laura Tucker, CWTU Secretary

2022

CWTU Board of Directors Minutes 3-8-2022

Officers & Board of Directors
President: Wayne Parmley, 920-540-2315
Vice President: Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767
Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270 
Secretary: Laura Tucker, 920-622-5401
Past President: Stan Cichowski, 708-362-9001

CWTU

To get conservation events listed or to submit articles please contact: 
Wayne Parmley at wparmley@gmail.com or call 920-540-2315

David Pable, 920-233-2939 
Michael Salas, 262-818-3330
Mike San Dretto,  920-722-8478
Chad Tucker, 920-540-4665
Linn Beck, 920-216-7408

John Tucker, 920-475-2271
Bob Haase, 920-922-8003
Scott Bahn, 920-886-9651
Bob Jozwowski, 920-765-1887
Dan Harmon III, 920-235-1761

Jim Danhauer, 920-235-1886
Open Seat 


