January 2023

Central Wisconsin
Trout Unlimited

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Board Meeting & Program:
Exploring Trout Trends
in the Upper White
River Watershed
Presented by Adam Nickel
Wednesday, January |1,2023
6:15 - Board Meeting

7:30 - Program

Fin ‘N Feather

22 W. Main St., Winneconne

Cabin Fever Day

Fox Valley TU
Saturday, January 21,2023
Appleton, WI

2023 Wisconsin TU
State Council Banquet
Saturday, February 4,2023
Oshkosh, WI

TroutFest 2023
Saturday, February 18,2023
Mt. Morris Camp and
Conference Center
Wautoma, WI

Board Meeting & Program:
Labrador: Place,
People & Possibilities
Presented by Wayne Parmley
Wednesday, March 8,2023

6:15 - Board Meeting

7:30 - Program

Fin ‘N Feather

22 W. Main St., Winneconne

CWTU Banquet 2023
Saturday, April 29,2023

Mt. Morris Camp and
Conference Center
Wautoma, WI
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in the Upper White River
Woatershed rcociby Adam Nickel, DNR

This presentation will focus on exploring trout
trends in the upper White River Watershed.The
DNR has been conducting trout survey work on
the West Branch, Bird, Bowers, and Soules water-
ways in recent years and this presentation will
provide the recent survey results as well as com-
parisons to historical trends.

Adam graduated from UW-Stevens Point with a
bachelor’s degree in 201l majoring in Fisheries,
Wildlife, and Biology. He then pursued a master’s
degree at Minnesota State University, Mankato
where his thesis research involved assessing river
connectivity relationships and community dynamics
in Minnesota River backwater lakes. He is currently
the Senior Fisheries Biologist for Waushara,
Marquette, and Green Lake Counties, operating
out of the Wautoma office of the DNR.
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Exploring Trout Trends \*

Wednesday, Jan. Il 7:30-8:30 pm
at the Fin ‘N Feather,Winneconne
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New and used gear needed
for prizes and sale.

(Consignment arrangements welcome)

|

Please contact Ira Giese at:
iragiese@gmail.com
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WELL EARNED

By: Joe Peikert

Summer was quickly coming to an end. My son was
within a week of heading across the state for his first year of college.
I was secking one more father/son outing prior to him being college

bound.

I'd characterize myself as an enthusiastic fisherman. My son, Joey,
not as much. He’s more eager to go fishing if he’s going with a
cousin or a group of friends. He will go panfishing with me if the
timing is right and the fish are biting well. But casting for bass and
northern is the type of fishing he would much more likely want to
join in on, either with me or his cousins.

It so happened that a coworker shared with me that he recently did
a river float with a friend of his and they had fantastic luck catching
great numbers of smallmouth in a short trip. Knowing that this
would be something right up Joey’s alley, and perhaps I might entice
him to join me, I shared my objective with my coworker. While
swearing myself to secrecy, I shamelessly asked if he might share

the put-in spot. He very graciously did so but told me it was on
private property that his friend had access to. Adapt and improvise!
I looked on a map for the next upstream public put-in and made
some plans. I certainly knew that putting in farther upstream would
add miles and time to our outing. But I could not have predicted
the adventure it would turn into.

One hot August afternoon I knocked off work early. Joey’s summer
job had ended and he was packing for college. Our old 16" Aluma-
craft canoe had not seen water in years. But visual inspection
provided no items of concern. We packed small bags of tackle,
both fly and spinning gear, paddles, life vests, and all we would
need. As somewhat of an afterthought I threw in the landing net.

The late afternoon was already ticking by very quickly as Mom
helped us drop a vehicle at the take-out and shuttled us back up to
the put in. T had never put in at this bridge before, so we scouted out
what we thought was a likely path from the road to the water. It was
rather steep and weed covered. Certainly not well used. I was on

the lookout for poison ivy, etc. My legs began burning and stinging.
I realized I hadn’t spotted the stinging nettle! By the time we got
situated in the canoe our legs were on fire. The promise of smallies
on topwater had me resolved to tough it out and continue the trip.

[ wasn’t so sure Joey would be up for it, but he was. I set up my fly
rod, but I did not get to use it much. I positioned the canoe for Joey
to make casts, but there were quite a few trees fallen into the water
that I had to navigate. That only got worse. In several areas, there
were multiple blowdowns completely across the river. Unfortunate-
ly, they were not big enough to stand on to pull the canoe over, and
the water was way too deep to simply get out and drag the canoe
over. We looked for a spot upstream to pull the canoe out and
portage, but both banks were too steep to get out, much less pull the
canoe out and around. We paddled back upstream a bit until we
finally found a suitable spot. I know that for those who have done a
Boundary Waters portage or something similar, my description of
the slippery mud, sticks and rocks ravaging our shins, and the
mosquitoes we kicked up will perhaps get a chuckle.

Very unexpectedly, this scenario repeated itself about every 100

to 200 yards. We had gotten almost no casting in. Finally, we hit

a stretch with no fallen trees and some suitable bank cover. I
positioned the canoe and directed Joey to hit a few spots with casts.
We were rewarded with a topwater explosion. Joey did a nice job

as the smallie leapt acrobati-
cally several times. I was able
to lip the fish. A respectable
15-ish inch smallie with some
good shoulders on it.

We turned a corner in the

river, and I had Joey cast to

the right bank. After a few

casts, there was a confident

strike on the topwater lure.

Not an explosion on the lure

like on the first fish. The take

was so subtle I was telling

him to set just about the time

he realized it and set. The

rod bent and a very large,

dark-colored smallmouth

leapt 2 or 3 times, then went

down and stayed deep_ I told Jae Pez;kert and his son, jazy.. The photo below
Joey he had on a VERY big is Joey’s well-earned, very big smallmouth.
smallmouth. We were in some current. I did my best to paddle and
position the canoe for the fight, while locating the almost left-be-
hind landing net. After a bit longer, I stretched out and got the net
under the fish. Of course, when putting lures into small tackle bags
for the canoe, I did not throw in a tape measure. We took quite a few
photos and then Joey held up the fish alongside his arm. He put his
fingertips near the mouth, the tail extended past his elbow. I snapped
one last photo of this. At home with a tape measure, we estimated
the fish was over 21 inches. Just an amazing small-river fish!

I would like to say that from here on out we had clear paddling, but
that was not the case. I looked at a map on my phone and realized
considering the distance we traveled, the distance yet to go, and the
time to sunset, we were done fishing. The remainder of the trip
continued to be log jams, blowdowns, sweeping water, mud, sticks,
rocks, mosquitoes, and more stinging nettle. I underestimated the
distance we added by putting in farther upstream, but I had no idea
the number of obstacles in the river we would have to negotiate.

As we paddled and portaged our way out, I attempted to share in

a convincing way that sometimes the worst conditions make the
best adventures. Joey actually agreed and said the fish made it
worth it; he described it as “well-earned”.




CWTU Board of Directors Minutes |2-14-2022 / '

Meeting Location: Zoom due to bad weather
President Wayne Parmley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. (Quorum present)
Minutes of 11-9-2022 Board Meeting: The minutes were reviewed and approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Joe Peikert’s report was accepted. T Ro U T

UNLIMITED

Business:

River Keepers: Bob Jozwowski reported that the appreciation dinner was well attended by about 40 people, which was
held Nov. 12, 2022, at Christianos, VWWautoma. Bill and Mary Vance received the River Keeper of the year award. c ENTRAL

Solar Farm Report: John Tucker reported that Alliant Energy has hired a contracting company to do a subsurface evaluation. Wlsc 0 NSI N
A new boring plan will be developed after this evaluation is done. CWTU will receive a copy of the report and plan.

Central Regional Meeting: Wayne Parmley reported that the 7th Annual Central Regional Meeting of DNR Fisheries and
Habitat Restoration Team and Trout Unlimited is being held on Jan. 14, 2023 at Christianos, Wautoma.

TroutFest 2023: Tom Meyer & Wayne Parmley reported that everything is on track and falling into place. There will be an ad in the next Wis
Trout newsletter. The TroutFest committee consists of Tom Meyer, Ira Giese, Jeff Treu, Jim Danhauer, Wayne Parmley and Mike Salas. Anyone
interested in helping set up or assist at the event can contact Tom Meyer. Next meeting will be Jan. 4, 2023 on Zoom.

CWTU Banquet 2023: Laura Tucker reported that the CWTU Conservation Banquet will be held on April 29, 2023 at Mount Morris Camp and
Convention Center. Banquet committee meeting was held Dec. 8, 2022. Next meeting is Jan. 5, 2023 on Zoom. The grand prize raffle item this year
will be an Old Town Sportsman 106 Kayak with paddle. In early January there will be a “save the date” postcard mailing for TroutFest & the Banquet
executed by Wayne Parmley. There will also be an ad in the next Wis Trout newsletter.

Wi isconsin State TU Banquet: Donation to state banquet of items/money equaling $500 will be sent to State Council for banquet. Bob Haase fly
boxes will be part of CWTU donation, per Wayne Parmley.

Education Programs 2023: These will be held the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fin ‘N Feather, Winneconne.
- January: “Exploring Trout Trends in the Upper White River Watershed” - Adam Nickel - WDNR Fish Biologist in Wautoma
- February: TroutFest 2023
- March: Labrador - Place, People and Possibilities - Wayne Parmley (Note: Was canceled in December due to weather.)
- April: Banquet
- May: Bob Hunt Commemorative Program - Shawn Sullivan (interviewed)
- June: Picnic/Outside Activity?
- July: Picnic/Outside Activity?
- August: Picnic/Outside Activity?

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM (’ To get c:nserl'vatlon eventls listed c.>lr to submlflarztlcle: p;ealse contact:
- Recorded by Laura Tucker, CWTU Secretary Wayne Parmley at wparmley@gmail.com or call 920-540-2315

CWTU Officers & Board of Directors 2023

President: Wayne Parmley, 920-540-2315 John Tucker, 920-475-227 | Mike San Dretto, 920-722-8478 Open Seat #1
Vice President: Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767 Bob Haase, 920-922-8003 Chad Tucker, 920-540-4665 Open Seat #2
Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270 Scott Bahn, 920-886-965 | Jim Danhauer, 920-410-5222 Open Seat #3
Secretary: Laura Tucker, 920-622-5401 Bob Jozwowski, 920-765- 1887 Linn Beck, 920-216-7408

Past President: Stan Cichowski, 708-362-900| Dan Harmon lll,920-235-1761

Discover

Fly Eishing!

June 3 & 4,2023

Ambherst,WI

For more information contact Joe at 920-779-5270 or email: Joep@wolfriverbank.com




Saturday, April 29, 2023
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Mt. Morris Camp and Conference Center

Special thanks to our CWTU supporters:

oshkoshofficesystems.com
920-235-8200

tightlinesflyshop.com
920-336-4106

ECK’S

Meat Processing

Salas-Wang wc

Attorneys at Law

salaswang.com
312-803-4963

lucasjannear.com
608-475-1204

becksmeatprocessing.com
920-230-3393

adventureoutfitterslic.com
715-258-0775

YETI

yeti.com
833-225-9384

office-outfitters.com
715-258-3989

russellmoccasin.com
920-361-2252

darkwatersflyshop.com
906-284-9305

theflyfishers.com
414-259-8100

bendflyshop.com
541-389-6151

Email: oossg@vbe.com
920-687-0987

tforods.com
800-638-9052

orvis.com
888-235-9763

northforesttradingco.com
northforesttradingco@gmail.com

NV

JNITIAL
[DESIGN

initial-design.com
920-477-5062

stmarysrapidsguiding.com
906-203-9112

halterwildlife.com
262-697-0070

redshedflyshop.com
208-486-6098




