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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Brookie
Board Meeting 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023 
6:15 - Board Meeting 
NOTE: No Program to Follow

As I settle in as chapter president there are 
some things I would like to share with you. 
With any volunteer group there are always 
leadership and volunteer members that step 
up and help with all the events the chapter has 
created and presented to our membership. 
�ese events are our annual banquet, TroutFest, 
various �y-tying classes and events, conserva-
tion work days, water monitoring, and some 
one-time event opportunities.
Each of these events takes several volunteers to 
execute safely and properly. Right now, we can 
present all these activities to our membership 
e�ciently, but we could use some help. I am 
extending an invitation to all of you, if any of 
you have the time, to join us at any or all of 
these events and lend a hand. Please contact 
me, or any of the other board members, and 
let us know if you are interested in joining in 
on the fun of planning and presenting any of 
these events. 
We have always had a great response to all the 
chapter’s needs, and hopefully we will be able 
to �nd some members to �ll in on some of our 
vacancies. Please contact me with any questions 
or if you would like to volunteer on these 
activities. �ank you in advance.

By: Linn Beck

Some of us had a great time participating on the 
�rst work day of the year. We were on the West 
Branch of the White River at the DNR parking 
lot o� County Y. We had Trout Unlimited 
members representing 3 chapters, Central 
Wisconsin, Fox Valley and Elliot Donnelley. 
A�er a chilly start, 39 volunteers enjoyed a 
wonderful day and a fantastic lunch from the 
Main Street Café in Wild Rose. I hope to see 
more of you come out and enjoy the next work 
day. �e work day is always held on the third 
Saturday of each month, May through Septem-
ber. Watch for the email from Chad Tucker or 
check our chapter website for the next location.
�e last thing I would like to say is all Trout 
Unlimited members are invited to attend our 
monthly board meeting. We cover a variety of 
items that pertain to the operations of the 
chapter and items we may become involved in. 
�en you are invited to enjoy any of our presenta-
tions a�er the business meetings, or in the case of 
most summer meetings, please come and enjoy 
our picnics before the meeting.

Tight Lines,
Linn Beck, CWTU Chapter President

President Notes

Board Meeting & Picnic
TBD 
Wednesday, July 12, 2023 
5:30-6:30 - Picnic Meal Served
6:15 - Board Meeting 

Board Meeting & Picnic: 
Picnic at the
Tuckers’ on the Pine
Hosted by: John & Laura
Wednesday,  August 9, 2023
5:30-6:30 - Picnic Meal Served 
6:30 - Board Meeting
N5424 Sunny Hill Road, 
Saxeville on the Pine River

To sign up for future work days, or for more 
information, reach out to Chad Tucker at 
920-540-4665 or chadmtucker1@gmail.com.

Work Day
Saturday, June 17, 2023
7:45 am to 12:00 noon
West Branch of the White River

Work Day
Saturday, June 17, 2023
7:45 am to 12:00 noon
West Branch of the 
White River 
(County Road Y site)
Chad Tucker
920-540-4665
chadmtucker1@gmail.com

Upcoming Dates for 2023: 
• July 15 -  West Branch 
• Aug. 19 - Bird Creek Park
• Sept. 16 - West Branch

CWTU has some sad news to report. Longtime 
TU Life Member Dan Harmon III has passed 
away. Dan was the founder of the CWTU Dan 
Harmon III Fly Fishing School, and an instructor 
with the WITU Youth Trout Fishing Camp. 
�ere is a lot more we would like to share about 
Dan and there will be more information available 
in upcoming issues of the Brookie.cwtu.org



The latest in the Bob Hunt Science Lecture Series, the evening’s guest was Shawn Sullivan, WI DNR Fisheries Team Supervisor with the 
Fisheries Habitat Management Field Station in Wild Rose. Shawn was interviewed by Tom Meyer. They discussed Shawn’s background, 
the greater Central Sands area streams, a history of successful projects and a look ahead to future goals in the area.

A Night with 
Shawn Sullivan

May Program

Shawn Sullivan with Tom Meyer

June 3 & 4 - Dan Harmon III Fly Fishing School

May Work Day

Linn Beck, CWTU president, receives a check for $4,000 from the Elliot Donnelley 
chapter to put toward stream restoration work. Beck is joined by Dan Postelnik, 
Jeff Goad, Hans Hintzen and Bruce Beavis from EDTU. 

A few of the volunteers of the 39 in attendace in May, working on the West Branch
of the White River.

There were 24 students in attendance, so a full school! It was a great 2 days.
There will be a recap article and more photos in the next issue of the Brookie.



While on a canoe trip following my sophomore year of 
university, I had a conversation that would forever change 
the direction of my life. I had been grappling with the pressure and 
stress from the previous two semesters. �e unadulterated tranquility 
I experienced on this wilderness trip led me to ask my canoe partner, 
“What would it take to live like this full time? What if your only 
expenses were travel, backpacking food, and park fees?” While it was 
a fun idea at the time, I did not think much about it a�er the trip's 
conclusion. I couldn't allow that thought to interfere with the 
upcoming school year. Or could I? 

I pushed through the next year's school work until March when I 
needed to sign up for my senior year classes. It was then that I learned 
that despite completing almost all the courses required for both my 
philosophy and biology majors, I would need to spend the next 3 
semesters simply accumulating the necessary elective or �ller credits to 
graduate. �is did not sit well with me. I had already been seriously 
questioning what I was going to do a�er graduation. Knowing that 
I would be stuck in Stevens Point for another year and a half meant 
that it was time to get radical in order to avoid that. So I asked myself, 
“What is it that I really want?” �e answer was simple, I wanted to 
�y �sh. 

So I formulated a plan. I would move to Madison where I had friends 
and work opportunities. I would work hard and save until spring of 
2023, at which point I would quit and begin a journey ultimately 
leading to Norway where I had been an exchange student previously. 
So I stopped going to class, found a cheap place to sublease, and got a 
job at a smoke shop and a bouncing gig on the weekends. Once I had 
the plan in place it was much easier than anticipated to adhere to. 
No due dates, no grades, and no 8 a.m. classes. I began to receive very 
mixed reactions from those around me, some enthusiastic and others 
more cynical. I took inspiration from many places, but the words of 
Timothy Leary were prominent in my mind, “Turn on, tune in, drop 
out.” Professor Leary’s 1960’s message being that one should pay 
attention to the pitfalls of modern society, look inwardly to �nd 
direction, and then stop conforming. His words are perhaps even 
more important now than when he coined the phrase. 

Being a Philosophy major had allowed me to deeply explore lo�y ideas 
for the past 3 years and I continually found that Hedonism resonated 
with me. Many take this to mean the pursuit of simple or immediate 
indulgent pleasures or happiness outright. �at is not how I de�ne this 
ideology. I take Hedonism to mean the pursuit of lasting satisfaction, 
and the avoidance of unnecessary stress. An example of the di�erence 
could be seen when comparing drinking excessively for a weekend vs. 
working hard to accomplish a meaningful goal. Put another way, a 
week of portaging would feel better than a 4.0 GPA. 

�e work I have been doing was tiring as I pulled 11 hour shi�s every 
Friday and Saturday, but with my long term goal always in mind it was 
never too di�cult. I have made great friends here in Madison and have 
learned more about bar life and smoking than I ever thought I would. 
�ere is no doubt life here has been its own adventure. 

Vapor Trails How Modern Hedonism 
Led to World Travel By: Clay Parmley

I take Hedonism to mean,
the pursuit of lasting satisfaction,

and the avoidance of unnecessary stress.

Both at school and now at work I saw people everyday doing things 
simply because of societal expectations or due to obligations. I am 21 
years old with no debt, obligations, or expectations to live up to. At 
every fork in the road I was now choosing the route that would best 
suit me and my goals of adventure. As Roger Miller sang in 1965, 
“No phone, no pool, no pets,” I would not strive for suburban bliss, 
acquire material things, or become dependent on the items sold at my 
places of employment. I was a free man. 

A fellow free man, Jon Krakauer in 1977 spontaneously quit his 
construction job to head north to Alaska to climb a rock formation 
known as the Devil's �umb. I see my addiction to �y �shing similar to 
that of a rock climber or mountaineer; of course, �y �shing being much 
less extreme. However, these groups all share a strong desire to experi-
ence nature in remote places, to get away from people and soak in the 
natural splendor. Krakauer found extreme adventure in Alaska and 
came back having conquered the previously unclimbed rock face. He 
ends the story thankful for the experience but cautions the reader. His 
accomplishment was lost on others upon his return and he now had no 
money. He then returned to pounding nails into the same condos he 
had been before quitting. Krakauer was lacking the transformation he 
so desired. He writes, “It is easy when you are young to believe that 
what you want is no less than what you deserve… Somehow, it didn't 
add up to the glorious transformation I’d imagined in April.” I want to 
think that I am not chasing happiness or seeking enlightenment, rather 
I am looking to live simply and commit myself to �y �shing and the 
outdoors for as long as I am able. Krakauer went on to become a very 
successful author and accomplished mountaineer. I hope that I am able 
to cra� a life around traveling and interacting with some of the earth's 
most interesting �sh. 

I hope to become a wilderness therapy guide upon my return. I was 
fortunate enough to interview and train with a group this past Octo-
ber. �is would be an upgrade from the work I have been doing and 
open doors for me in the future. Hopefully this is what will eventually 
fund my next adventure and lead to future opportunities. 

I reached my savings goal in February and put my two weeks in. As 
strange as it may seem to start my �sh bum journey in winter, this was 
calculated, I would have all of March to store my belongings and get 
the last pieces of gear needed and then all of April and May to ease into 
my new way of life. �is will include, but will not be limited to, �nding 
some of my favorite Midwestern reptiles and amphibians, as well as 
chasing �sh from a canoe in various wilderness areas. I greatly look 
forward to starting my journey and trading the vapor trails of the 
smokers I have come to know in Madison for those made by jets. 

Clay left for Norway on 
June 6th with a backpack 
and a fly rod in hand. He 
will return this fall after 
roughly 90 days off the 
beaten path.



2023Officers & Board of Directors
President: Linn Beck, 920-216-7408 
Vice President: Shawn Sullivan,  920-589-2052 
Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270 
Secretary: Laura Tucker, 920-622-5401
Past President: Wayne Parmley, 920-540-2315 

CWTU
Jim Danhauer, 920-410-5222
Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767
Stan Cichowski, 708-362-9001
John Gremmer,  920-379-9263
Wayne Gumz, 920-582-3964

John Tucker, 920-475-2271
Bob Haase, 920-922-8003
Bob Jozwowski, 920-765-1887
Dan Harmon III, 920-235-176
Chad Tucker, 920-540-4665

Steve Heuser, 920-470-0836
Bob Rennock, 920-579-0992
Open Seat

To get conservation events listed or to submit articles please contact: 
Wayne Parmley at wparmley@gmail.com or call 920-540-2315

Visit our new website: cwtu.org

Meeting Location: Fin ‘N Feather, Winneconne, WI

President Linn Beck called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 

Minutes of 3-8-2023 Board Meeting: The minutes were reviewed and approved. (There was no board meeting in April)  

Treasurer’s Report: Given by Treasurer Joe Peikert.  Report was accepted. Net from Banquet not finalized, information still 
being received. Donation from Greg Cook of Fall Line Outfitters was $110.00 for the logo apparel sold in the shop in the month 
of March. Audit by Bob Jozwowski of the bank account was accomplished with no discrepancies. Proposal to purchase a CD was 
approved. President Linn Beck will contact Dick Kraus about the Petenwell Ditch project. 

Business:

CWTU Banquet 2023: The CWTU Environmental banquet was held on April 29, 2023, at Mount Morris Camp and 
Convention Center. Nicely attended. Final numbers not in yet. Any suggestions are to be sent to the president.

Succession Planning: President is working on this over next 4 months. Objective is to add youth and (more) women to board. 

Communication: The Brookie newsletter will continue to be produced and published by Wayne Parmley. The board is very appreciative of 
the work he does to accomplish this. Wayne will no longer be managing Facebook. CWTU will be recruiting someone to continue with that. 
Other services done by Wayne will need to be transferred in the coming months. 

CWTU Historian: Bob Burke is the historian. Historian to maintain CWTU’s history.

Membership Chairman: Membership chairman responsibilities, president Linn Beck will be sending these to chairman.

County Conservation Camps: Rawhide youth camps and educational field trips. Good place for CWTU to alert the public of CWTU. 
Consideration of tee shirts, stickers and other objects with logo to hand out is being done.

Unnamed Tributary: Discussion of unnamed tributary to be named in honor of Elward Engel. Board is researching this.

Work Days: Report by Chad Tucker. The first work day will be on 5/20/2023 on the West Branch of the White River. The Elliott Donnelley 
Trout Unlimited Chapter will be attending. AED is on back order. 

Solar Farm Report: Update - John Tucker: Aliant Energy has completed drilling under the river. The drilling now occurred at 25 feet under the 
river with a minor leak occurring. No further drilling is needed. John Tucker is reporting updates to TU national. FAA has approved placement of 
solar panels near the airport.  

Dan Harmon III Fly Fishing School: The school is full with 24 students. It will be held on June 3-4, 2023

Board Positions: Steve Heuser approved for position on board. Bob Rennock approved for position on board. Board members please e-mail 
president with your phone number(s). 

Programs for 2023: Fin ‘N Feather - Second Wednesday of the month. New programs being developed.

CWTU Banquet 2024: The season of the banquet to be changed to the fall was approved. The banquet will be changed to fall of 2024. Venues 
are being sought.

Tomorrow River Fund: Donation of $500 to headwaters youth program requested by Linn Beck and approved unanimously by the board.

West Fork Sportsman Club: It is being renovated. The club is seeking donations. This will be researched further. 

Informational: Todd Hansen died. He was past editor of Wisconsin Trout and will be missed.  

Summer Picnics: August: Picnic/Outside Activity hosted by the Tuckers.

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM  
- Recorded by Laura Tucker, CWTU Secretary

CWTU Board of Directors Minutes 5-10-2023



Special thanks to our CWTU supporters:

tightlines�yshop.com
920-336-4106

initial-design.com
920-477-5062

becksmeatprocessing.com
920-230-3393

Email: oossg@vbe.com
920-687-0987

salaswang.com
312-803-4963

darkwaters�yshop.com
906-284-9305

stmarysrapidsguiding.com
906-203-9112

adventureout�ttersllc.com
715-258-0775

tforods.com
800-638-9052

yeti.com
833-225-9384 northforesttradingco.com

northforesttradingco@gmail.com

falllineout�tters.com
715-544-0019

o�ce-out�tters.com
715-258-3989

orvis.com
888-235-9763

redshed�yshop.com
208-486-6098

 

 

May Work Day CrewMay Work Day Crew


