December 2023

Central Wisconsin
Trout Unlimited

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Board Meeting:

Wednesday, December |3,2023
6:30 - Board Meeting

No Program

Fin ‘N’ Feather

22 W. Main St.,Winneconne

Board Meeting & Program:

TBD

Wednesday, January 10,2024
6:30 - Board Meeting

7:30 - Program

Fin ‘N’ Feather

22 W. Main St., Winneconne

Cabin Fever Day
Fox Valley TU
Saturday, January 20,2024
Appleton, WI

2024 WisconsinTU
State Council Banquet
Saturday, February 3,2024
Oshkosh, WI

TroutFest 2024
Saturday, February 17,2024
Mt. Morris Camp and
Conference Center
Wautoma, WI

CWTU Banquet 2024
Saturday, October 19,2024
Premier Best Western
Oshkosh,WI

TROUT

UNLIMITED

GENTRAL
WISCONSIN

Brookie

CWTU

Fond du Lac
Green Lake
Marquette
Waushara
Winnebago

President Notes

I would like to open with sending out a big
thank you to Mike Northam. Mike has been
attending chapter activities for a while and at
the last board meeting he expressed interest

in becoming more involved. Mike was elected
to the board, and he promptly joined co-chairs
Mary Roth and John Gremmer on the mem-
bership committee. The membership commit-
tee is the lifeblood of a chapter, working hard
to keep track of new memberships, and
making sure they feel welcome to the chapter.
The committee is taking a hard look at the
staffing of all our committees and is working
on a plan to make sure they are all staffed.

As we go forward as a chapter, we will be
trying to make it easier for all our members
and individuals to access information on the
chapter. The chapter has a new webmaster and
a Facebook facilitator. They are all rolled into
one person. Steve Heuser has graciously
stepped into these roles and is working to get
everything caught up. This will be especially
important as the Brookie goes to a quarterly
publication, with special event publications.
Please take some time to check out the website
at: cwtu.org. You can also access and follow
our Facebook page. We will be working to
keep these updated with all the news from

the chapter.

By: Linn Beck

We are in the process of putting together
presentations for our upcoming 2024 board
meetings. Please check the website for updates
as we confirm the presenters for these events.
There will be presenters with the January,
March, April and May board meetings. These
will all be held on the second Wednesday of
cach month with the business meeting starting
at 6:30 pm and the presentations at 7:30 pm at
the Fin-n-Feather in Winneconne. There will
not be a board meeting or presentation for
February as we will celebrate TroutFest on
Saturday, Feb. 17 from 9 am to 3 pm at the
Mt. Morris Convention Center. All members
are welcome and invited to attend our board
meetings.

Please save the date for our next CWTU
banquet. The banquet will be held on Saturday,
Oct. 19 at the Premier Best Western in
Oshkosh. Watch for more exciting news on
the banquet in upcoming Brookies, on the
website and our Facebook page.

Thank you for your continued support of
Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited.

Linn Beck
CWTU Chapter President

CWTU River Keepers

Wrap Up Meeting
By: Bob Jozwoski

River Keepers had its end of season stream
monitoring wrap-up meeting on Nov. 14
at the Waushara County Club, which
allowed for better participant spacing.
This was a good thing since we had 50
participants which was a record number
for this annual event.

Bob Jozwowski started the meeting by
thanking the 95 volunteers on 30 teams
monitoring 35 sites in 2023, and welcoming

continued on next page

| Photo by Deb Jozwowski

Becky Horvath was awared the River Keeper of the Year. From left,
Bob Jozwowski, Becky Horvath, Emily Heald, and Katy Bradford.




River Keepers continued

new teams on Lunch Creek, Radley Creek, Bruce Creek,
and Tributary to Soules Creck. Second on the program was
Katy Bradford, the new WAV coordinator who took over
for Peggy Compton. Katy presented a summary of the state
WAV program that has 41 WAV groups and 1,400 volun-
teers, and CWTU River Keepers is one of the largest of
those groups.

There was a rebound in stream monitoring sites in 2023
from the fall off in 2020 due to the pandemic. Of the total
number of sites monitored in 2023, 63% were cold water
and dissolved oxygen was 7.0 mg/I or greater. About 90% of
River Keepers streams are cold water and our dissolved
oxygen content typically exceeds 9.0 mg/1. Katy then gave
the group a review of the WAV Data Dashboard for provid-
ing comprehensive data summary graphs. She also promot-
ed the upcoming series of 4 Winter Monitoring Webinars
and the 2024 Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers Convention in
Stevens Point Holiday Inn April 10-12.

Next on the program was Emily Heald who oversees the
SWIMs database and website. She reviewed the new
SWIMs interface and answered questions from the group
who had trouble entering data this year. Any further ques-
tions can be answered by emailing wav@extensionwisc.edu.
Emily also had some interesting feedback on the results of
the 2023 Wisconsin drought. Many monitoring sites show
an increase in water temperatures, a decrease in dissolved
oxygen and a lower than historic biotic index (number of
bugs).

Lastly, Bob ended the meeting with the presentation of the
2023 River Keeper of the Year Award. This year’s award was
presented to Becky Horvath, a member of the team that
monitors Upper Pine and Humphries creeks. Becky has
aided in many of our new volunteer training events and has
also organized youth programs on stream ecology at the
Pine River Library and Camp Lucerne. Thank you, Becky,
for all your work. As usual, we collected the teams’ Hach
dissolved oxygen kits which will be refurbished and

returned in the spring before the new monitoring season.
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Discover .
Fly Fishing!

and safely release a trout.

. This special learning opportunity
¥ includes interactive classroom,
4. on-stream instruction and guided

% fishing on a local trout stream

(unique to this school).

FI'SH-ING'S'CHO‘OL

We make it easy and fun to learn
everything from fly casting techniques,
stream entomology, tackle selection,
ethics, knot tying, fly pattern selection,
wading safety, to how to play, land,

Special thanks to our CWTU
supporters:

tightlinesflyshop.com
920-336-4106

Meal Processing

becksmeatprocessing.com
920-230-3393

Fall Line

JOUTEIT TERS]

OUTFITTERS CO.

office-outfitters.com
715-258-3989

falllineoutfitters.com
715-544-0019

JUNKYARD SPEY

YETI

redshedflyshop.com yeti.com
208-486-6098 833-225-9384

wwew.redshedilyshop.com

45 th-

- Register Online R
tu.org/events

@ Or for more information,

June | & 2,2024 &

Amherst wi -

contact Joe Peikert at
920-779-5270 or email:

Yed Joep@wolfriverbank.com

Email: oossg@vbe.com
920-687-0987

orvis.com
888-235-9763

initial-design.com
920-477-5062

Salas'Wang ..

Artorreys ot Law

salaswang.com
312-803-4963
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adventureoutfitterslic.com
715-258-0775

darkwatersflyshop.com
906-284-9305

northforesttradingco.com
northforesttradingco@gmail.com

TFO

tforods.com
800-638-9052




Save the Date

V@MU

Saturday, February 17, 2024
Free Admission|Open 9:00 au- 3:00 eu

Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center ¢ Wautoma, WI

S Presentations
(Trout fishing, travel, photography & conservation)

10+ Demonstrating Fly Tyers
20+ Information Booths/Vendors

(Conservation projects, guides, artists, fly shops & more)

e Raffles
® LOTS of Very Discounted
Fly Tying Materials
e LOTS of Used Gear
e LOTS of Used Books TROUT

e Food & Drink on Site UNLIMITED

* Youth Fly Tying
CENTRAL
Visit cwtu.org for more info and details. f? WISC ONSI N

Visit our new website: cwtu.org

To get conservation events listed or to submit articles please contact:
Woayne Parmley at wparmley@gmail.com or call 920-540-2315

CWTU Officers & Board of Directors 2023

President: Linn Beck, 920-2 |6-7408 John Tucker, 920-475-227 | Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767 Mike Northam, 920-882-9396
Vice President: Shawn Sullivan, 920-589-2052 Bob Haase, 920-922-8003 John Gremmer, 920-379-9263 Open Seat (2)

Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270 Bob Jozwowski, 920-765-1887 Wayne Gumz, 920-582-3964

Secretary: Laura Tucker, 920-622-540| Chad Tucker, 920-540-4665 Steve Heuser, 920-470-0836

Past President: Wayne Parmley, 920-540-2315  Jim Danhauer, 920-410-5222 Bob Rennock, 920-579-0992




