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President Notes

I hope everyone is ready for the fishing season
opener. Seems like a long time coming, but

it finally is almost upon us. We have finally
received some much-needed rain, and hopefully
it helps all our waters. Everyone please try

to get out and enjoy the start of the Wisconsin
fishing opener.

I would like to take some time and catch
everyone up with what is ongoing with the
chapter if you haven’t already heard.

First the business aspect of the chapter. On
Wednesday, May 8 we will hold a special election
for the Vice President position of the Central
Wisconsin Chapter. This position is open to
anyone that is a good standing member. The
meeting will start at 6:30 pm upstairs at the
Fin-n-Feather in Winneconne. All members

and friends of Central Wisconsin Chapter are
welcome and invited to attend.

The chapter board will be trying something
different this summer. We will not be meeting
in person for the months of June and July. But
we will be doing business as usual. If we have any
pressing issues or chapter business, we will hold
a Zoom meeting to take care of it.

The exciting thing is we will be resuming our
in-person board meetings in August with a
picnic. John and Laura Tucker have graciously
offered to host an all-member picnic at their

By: Linn Beck - CWTU Chapter President

house. We will send out a reminder with time
and location in July.

Saturday, May 18 is a day to mark on your calendars
for a couple of great events. That is the day for our
first work day of the year. This work day will be on
the Mecan River. We will meet at the 9th Ave.
parking lot, and everyone participating in the work
day should be there around 7:45 am for coffee and
doughnuts. There are also a couple of other things
going on that day I would like to share with you.
We will be joined by our friends and members of
the Elliot Donnelley, Fox Valley, and the Frank
Hornberg chapters for a fun day of work and

frolicking in the water.

And the second is we will have something
special for everyone in attendance. CWTU

has developed a new award, The Elward Engle
Conservation Award. The Elward Engle
Conservation Award is given to any person, or
organization, who exhibits outstanding efforts
toward cold water conservation. The person or
organization does not need to be a member of
CWTU or any Trout Unlimited chapter. This
award can be given for achievements on CWTU
work days or contributions toward the River
Keepers program, students for their research
efforts, DNR employees for outstanding work in
the field of cold water conservation or efforts
toward the goals listed in the mission statement
of Trout Unlimited, or to any public or private




person or organization. We will be presenting the award just
before we serve our lunch for the day. We will honor Elward
Engle as the first recipient of the award that was named after
him, and then have a dedication of a memorial rock honoring
Elward for his fine work of protecting our Central Wisconsin
streams. You need not participate in the work day to come and
celebrate Elward’s presentations, the award presentation and
dedication will start around 12 noon. Please plan on coming
out and celebrating with us.

I would also like to mention that the first weekend in June we
will be hosting our Dan Harmon III Fly-Fishing school. We have
filled the school with 24 anxious students from all over the state,
so it should be a fantastic time as usual. Thank you, Jeff Treu,

John Gremmer and all the members that have stepped up and
put this all together.

One quick reminder, please save the date for our annual award
and fundraiser banquet scheduled for Saturday, October 19
at the Oshkosh Waterfront Hotel & Convention Center.

For more information on all these happenings please join us
on Facebook, or more importantly please check the Central
Wisconsin Chapter website as we are trying to update the
site regularly.

Thank you all for being a part of Central Wisconsin Trout
Unlimited.

Trout in the Classroom

By: Wayne Parmley

On April 30 I visited the classroom at Winnebago Lutheran
Academy in Fond du Lac to see firsthand the 132 brook trout they
are raising. This will be the very first batch since getting them all
the equipment, as we had many delays due to supply chain isssues.

While there, I gave a 45-minute “Introduction to Fly Fishing”
presention to the 3 different classes that are overseeing the brook
trout. It was a great opportunity to share with the students the
basics of fly fishing, but more importantly, all the extras that come
with it like general enjoyment and appreciation of nature.

Mark Heckendorf, the wildlife and ag teacher, again thanked
CWTU for supporting this project. In late May the brook trout
will be released into Parsons Creek.

Saturday, May |8, Work Day - Mecan River

Central WI Trout Unlimited is excited to kick off a fresh season of trout
habitat restoration in 2024 with our first Stream Conservation Work day
of the year on Saturday, May 18th! This is your chance, as members of
Trout Unlimited, to see up close and personal the positive impact you can
make on our local coldwater fisheries. Working closely with our partners
at the DNR, it's also a great way to learn more about trout habitat, trout
fishing, and conservation in general. Our initial conservation work in 2024
will focus on the beautiful Mecan River. Probably the most well-known trout
stream in central WI (for good reason) the Mecan is an excellent example
of the unique coldwater fisheries we have available to us in the Central
Sands region and is considered a premiere trout fishing destination.

Our May workday is always considered a special one, as we are joined by
friends from the Elliott Donnelly TU chapter in lllinois. This year, in addition
to our EDTU friends attending, we will be holding a special ceremony to
honor famed conservationist and lifelong resident of central Wisconsin,
Mr. Elward Engle. Engle, a true environmentalist, has spent over 60 years
securing, conserving, protecting, and enhancing central Wisconsin trout
streams. Come join us in honoring a man who truly embodies everything
Trout Unlimited stands for!

Stream Conservation Days will occur, weather permitting, on the 3rd
Saturday of the month May through September from 8:00 am to 12:00
noon (we recommend getting there 15 min. prior if possible). We start
with coffee and donuts in the morning and end each day with a full lunch
and cold beverages, all provided by CWTU volunteers. You will need
waders (preferably an older pair), wading boots, and work gloves. Hats
and sunglasses are also highly recommended. All are welcome, and

we encourage you to bring a friend! Just remember to RSVP and let us
know you're coming so we can plan accordingly. Come on out and have
some fun!

We hope to see you there! We are fortunate to have great turnouts year
after year, and we are anticipating another great season! | will be sending
out a reminder email as we get closer to May 18th.

PLEASE RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND.

Directions to the Mecan River
conservation site off 9th Ave.:

Take Hwy 21 west from Wautoma to 9th Ave (9.1 miles).

Travel north on 9th Ave. for approx. 250 feet to Ice Age Trail parking lot
(Watch for TU signs!)

Parking lot is on the east side of the road.
Watch for the TU signs.

Address:

Ice Age Trail Mecan Segment
1390 9th Ave.

Coloma, WI 54930

Regards,
Chad Tucker

Director and Stream Conservation Coordinator,
CWTU Board of Directors

920-540-4665 chadmtucker1@gmail.com



A ‘Reading potr ‘Rick

I lost my fishing partner this winter. In carly 2023, Rick
Fahrenkrug caught the flu, then RSV, followed by Covid and a
diagnosis of lung cancer. Doctors told him he would be out riding
his bike in September. That didn't happen. The cancer got worse,
and the treatments harsher. Sadly, just before Christmas, he
slipped away.

Rick loved the outdoors and fly fishing. He was a dedicated environ-
mentalist. He attended Sierra Club meetings, TU meetings, and
Conservation Days at the state capital and always wrote letters to
politicians.

For CWTU, he helped reestablish the River Keepers by being the
equipment manager. He guided at the CWTU Fly Fishing School,
helped teach fly fishing and fly tying, and regularly attended our
programs.

We fished in southwest Wisconsin for trout, central Wisconsin

for bass and trout, and spent days floating the Menominee River. In
later years, we enjoyed a lot of evenings floating in kayaks on nearby
lakes for panfish and bass. We also had great evenings catching bass

in the Fox River in Menasha.

We could talk about anything and everything on the phone or in the
car. There were no stilted conversations. We saw each other at our
best and worst and laughed about the worst. When the fish weren't
biting, there was no pouting. He rowed his share, drove his share,
paid his share and always expressed his gratitude.

After his cancer diagnosis, I either called or visited him weekly. He
was always cheerful and welcoming.

When I visited him at home, the talk eventually turned to fishing
and how he missed it. He wished he would have spent more time
on the water. The last book he read was Hemingway's “The Big
Two-Hearted River.”

During one of my last visits, I read to him a piece I had written
about trout fishing.

He sat in his recliner, and I stumbled through the lines. His eyes lit
up when I finished, and he said, "Thank you. For a while, I was on

a trout stream.”

Following is the piece I read to him. Rest in peace, Rick. Thanks for
your friendship.

- e

-

rising fish

a wild connection is made

nirvana

By: John Gremmer

A Good Start on Trout Water

You pull up to your favorite Wisconsin trout stream at around
6:30 am. It’s early spring and stepping out of the truck you hear
birds singing and staking out territories. You inspect a cobweb on
the bridge, and it is full of tiny black caddisflies. This gives a hint
of what the trout may be feeding on. After waders and vest go on,
you assemble your 4-weight fly rod. Another look at the stream,
and now swallows are eating bugs above the water. Are they eating
caddisflies or something else?

A slightly trampled path leads to the water. Other people have
been here recently. Stepping into the water, you feel the coolness
of a 55-degree temperature and the push of current against your
legs. Now you are looking up and down the stream for fish rising.
Nothing! But, a couple of minutes later, up near a bend, you
notice a little flip of water. Ok, it's time to tie on a black caddis
pattern---actually two fly patterns---a floating black caddis adult
and the second, a black caddis sinking emerger. Now you see two
fish rise at once, and one fish clears the water.

At this moment, you plan your approach and presentation of the
fly to the trout. Dropping the fly upstream of the hole and letting
it drift over the fish will give them a good look. Trout are spooky,
and if the cast isn't right, you may put them down. A look behind,
and you see there is room for a decent backcast. Shrubs, grasses and
trees all love to eat flies, too. Here goes! One false-cast to the right
side of the hole gives you an idea of how much fly line you need
for the next cast. Now is the moment of truth---you make the cast.
The flies hit the water gently and start floating down over the
hole. A fish head breaks the surface, and the fly disappears.
Lifting the rod, you set the hook and feel the weight at the
end of the line. Bringing him in quickly, you net him and
admire the wild beauty of a brown trout. The barbless hook is
removed from the trout's mouth, and it swims off a little wiser
about fake insects.

Feeling contented, you look around at the magnificent scene
of flowing water, trees, wildflowers, clouds, birds, insects, etc.,
and say to yourself, "This is where I belong." A taste of heaven!

Photos: John Gremmer




River Keepers Update

By: Bob Jozwowski

We are starting our 20th season as stream monitors for the state’s Water Action
Volunteers program. Currently (pardon the pun) we have 29 teams monitoring
33 streams sites and 85 volunteers which is the largest group in the WAV
program. We did not recruit enough new volunteers at TroutFest in February
to start any new teams but we were able to strengthen some existing teams.
With no new teams, we will not be scheduling a group training session this year
but there will be two other events. Several of our teams have expressed the need
for retraining on taking dissolved oxygen readings with the chemical Hach Kits.
Consequently, we have scheduled a training session on Saturday, June 8 at Dopp
Memorial Park on the north side of Wild Rose at 9 am. We will be taking water
samples from the Pine River just below the mill pond dam. This will be good
practice session for individuals on monitoring teams that specialize in doing
dissolved oxygen tests. Secondly, CWTU will be hosting an AIS Snapshot Day
at the Wild Rose Fish Hatchery on Saturday, August 10. This is a half day
program run by UW Extension in Stevens Point to train volunteers on identify-
ing aquatic invasive species in our streams and lakes. There will be more specific
information published on this event in June/July.

Photo: John Gremmer

Special thanks to our
CWTU supporters:

Meal Processing

tightlinesflyshop.com becksmeatprocessing.com

920-336-4106 920-230-3393

Fall Line

JOUTEITTERS]

OUTFITTERS CO.

falllineoutfitters.com office-outfitters.com

715-544-0019 715-258-3989
JUNKYARD SPEY
www redshediiyshop.com
redshedflyshop.com yeti.com
208-486-6098 833-225-9384

Email: oossg@vbe.com initial-design.com
920-687-0987 920-477-5062
Salas'Wang u.
AROrmeys ot Law
orvis.com salaswang.com
888-235-9763 312-803-4963

Norta ForesT
TRADING

*

adventureoutfitterslic.com northforesttradingco.com
715-258-0775 northforesttradingco@gmail.com

darkwatersflyshop.com tforods.com
906-284-9305 800-638-9052

And thanks to those
we may have missed.

Visit: cwtu.org

To get conservation events listed or to submit articles please contact:
Wayne Parmley at wparmley@gmail.com or call 920-540-2315

CWTU Officers & Board of Directors

President: Linn Beck, 920-2 | 6-7408

Vice President: OPEN

Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270
Secretary: Laura Tucker, 920-622-5401

Past President: Wayne Parmley, 920-540-2315

John Tucker, 920-475-227|
Bob Haase, 920-922-8003

Bob Jozwowski, 920-765-1887
Shawn Sullivan, 920-589-205
Jim Danhauer, 920-410-5222

2024

Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767
John Gremmer, 920-379-9263
Wayne Gumz, 920-582-3964
Steve Heuser, 920-470-0836 ,

Open Seat (2)

Mike Northam, 920-882-9396




