August,
September &
October 2025

Central Wisconsin
Trout Unlimited

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Board Meeting & Program:

“The Night of the
Favorite Fly”
Presented by CWTU Tyers
Wednesday, Sept. 10,2025
6:15 - Board Meeting

7:15 - Program
Winneconne Library

31 S 2nd St,Winneconne

Work Day
Saturday, Sept. 20, 2025
7:45 am to 12:00 noon
DNR Trout
Restoration Office

More Info Contact:

Mike Northam
920-475-7641
pops.northam@gmail.com

Board Meeting & Program:

“Euro Nymphing”
Presenter:Al Sanders
Wednesday, Oct. 8,2025
6:15 - Board Meeting
7:15 - Program
Winneconne Library

31 S 2nd St,Winneconne

Redd Survey
Training
October 25,2025

DNR Stream Habitat

Improvement Office
located inWild Rose

See page 6 for more details
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President Notes

It has been a busy year. Bob Haase and 16 other
volunteers spent two days tying flies with students in
Poynette at the Northwest Outdoor Heritage
Educational Expo. Fifteen hundred students (4th
through 6th grade) attended. The students picked out
the components to make their fly and the volunteers
tied the fly with the goal to introduce students to the
art of fishing.

River Keepers continue to monitor streams for water
quality from May 2025 through September/Oct
2025. Bob Jozwowski is the coordinator. New
volunteers completed education to monitor water
quality and record results. Thirteen attendees with the
addition of 4 new teams were present for the instruc-
tion by Bob Jozwowski. CWTU now monitors 42
sites with 31 teams and 105 volunteers. CWTU
purchased a dissolved oxygen “pen” instrument to
compare the data with the present meter.

The Dan Harmon III Fly Fishing School, sponsored
by CWTU, was held June 7-8, 2025 at the Amherst
Bible Camp. It was coordinated by Jeff Treu with the
help of Joe Peikert, John Gremmer and numerous
volunteers. 24 students registered. The class was full
and very successful with great reviews by the students.
Many thanks to the chapter members who donated
their weekend to share their expertise. It was noted by
Jeft Treu that both Tracy Moran and Al Sanders
caught trout while giving demonstrations to the
students. Tracy Moran will be the new coordinator as
Jeft Treu is retiring, but will continue to help with the
school. Applications are being accepted for the year
2026.

’

By: Laura Tucker - CWTU Chapter President

River Work Day: CWTU has work days scheduled the
3rd Saturday of each month from May through Septem-
ber 2025. Mike Northam manages the program.
Volunteers attended CPR and Ist aid training through
Fox Valley Technical College. A defibrillator is present at
the work day events as well as 1st aid kits with GPS
coordinates which are located at the mobile work
stations. CWTU’s 1st work day was held on May 17,
2025 on the Mecan River. Members from the Elliott
Donnelley Chapter of Trout Unlimited participated as
did members of the Fox Valley Chapter. A TU-CARES
Environmental Celebration was held in conjunction
with the work day. 80 individuals attended the event.
This was sponsored by Central Wisconsin TU, Fox
Valley TU and by National Trout Unlimited. The event
was a success with members from the US Forest Service,
Farm Bureau, Brookies to Butterflies, Pheasants Forever
and US Fisheries present. Community members and
local land owners attended as well. A watershed presen-
tation by Chiris Firkus, tree planting, bug identification,
fly tying, stream restoration work and electro-shocking
of fish were some of the events that took place. Al
Sanders entertained the attendees by playing his violin
shoreside during lunch. Both Jamie Vaughn and Chris
Collier from TU national were present and instrumental
in planning the TU-CARES event. CWTU will be a
sponsor for an upcoming TU-CARES Environmental
Celebration scheduled on May 16, 2026 in conjunction
with CWTU’s May work day. The June work day was
also on the Mecan River. 26 volunteers worked hard
doing brushing, river restoring and tree planting. The
July work day took place on the West Branch of the
White River. Thirty workers present performed river
restoration. The August 16,2025 work day occurred on
the West Branch of the White River and was well
attended with 76 workers including the students and
their mentors from the state TU Youth Trout Fising
Camp. The DNR performed electro-shocking of fish at
the start of the morning. River restoration ended early
due to the weather. Lunch was provided.

continued on page S
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OPEN 10 ThE

10 fly tiers demonstrating &
& describing their “favorite fly”

All are welcome to attend the CWTU board meeting

September 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM in the Winneconne f
% " Public Library (31 S 2nd St, Winneconne, W1 54986).
After the board meeting - 7:15 PM - the 10 fly tiers will v

demonstrate and describe their “favorite fly”. “§ .,

Join us for dinner before the meeting at “Off the Wolf”
on 204 W. Main St., Winneconne at about 5:00 PM.

\F
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Haase awarded Wisconsin Qutdoor News

2025 Conservationist of the Year

Wisconsin QOutdoor News has awarded our own Bob
Haase as Wisconsin Conservationist of the Year. CWTU
wishes to congratulate Bob for this well-deserved award. Wisconsin
Outdoor News gave a lovely synopsis of Bobs life, some of his
conservation history, donations of his time and of his love of the
outdoors.

Bob can be found at Conservation Congress meetings where he is

a delegate, at numerous Trout Unlimited events, at the Sporting
Heritage Council and Walleyes for Tomorrow. He is part of county
conservation alliance and serves as vice-president of the Wisconsin
Outdoor Communicators Association (WOCA). He’s a hunter
education instructor. Bob Haase belongs to numerous conservation
clubs. He’s a member of the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation. He was
active on a fisheries advisory council for DNR. Bob had a radio talk
program on KFIZ in Fond du Lac weekly for years, producing 500
programs. Bob is also an author and has written a book about
fly-tying especially helpful to the novice fisherman.

He is an avid lover of all kinds of fishing and is an awesome speaker

sharing his knowledge and wisdom.

Bob Haase grew up in Montello, near the Fox River. He is reported
to have fished just about every morning before school and every
evening after school. He came from a family with an appreciation of
conservation. His father and grandfather hunted. He was assisted in
his learning to tie flies by Joh Czekleba who worked at the local
hardware store. Bob attributes Dale Brege, the DNR fish manager
for Marquette and Green Lake counties in the 1970s, to having an
impact on his life trajectory. Bob got involved with working on
DNR conservation projects because of Dale.

Bob Haase started out as a teacher in Montello. Later he was
employed by Moraine Park Technical College for 31 years. He used
TV, graphic design, videography and photography to support these

educational services.

Bob Haase documenting and teaching at the
Dan Harmon III Fly Fishing School. Bob
donates the majority of his photography to be
used by Trout Unlimited as well as many
other conservation organizations.

= -

Bob Haase (mﬁldle) enjoying sharing fishing stories with Keith Eﬂgley, grandfa-
ther of Tristen, who is a student at the state TU Youth Fly Fishing Camp.

By: Laura Tucker

Camp. Bob was instrumental in creating this camp in 2015 and it is stilling go
strong today.

Bob is a huge advocate for youth fishing. He spends much time
educating youth at the annual Northwest Outdoor Heritage
Educational Expo. He and 16 other volunteers spent two days

tying flies with students in Poynette, Wis., carlier this year. Fifteen
hundred students (4th-6th grade) attend the expo. His goal is to
introduce students to the art of fishing and an appreciation of the
environment. Bob’s enthusiasm does not stop from organizing the
fly-tying material packets for the students to organizing the fly-tying
instructors for the event. He is known to teach fathers, grandfathers
and youth fly tying in his home. He shares his wide knowledge base
and experiences with others. Bob sets the standard for a conserva-
tionist that others try to emulate.

Bob pursued outdoor wildlife photography as he got older. He
excels at outdoor picture taking and is known to sit for hours to
wait for the perfect shots of birds and animals. He recently went to
the Tetons to capture photographs of grizzly bear. Bob is known to
donate huge canvas outdoor photos or note photographic cards to
conservation clubs for their fundraising events. No matter what he
does he exudes enthusiasm. He shares his stories, pictures and love
of the environment with senior citizens at multiple senior centers,
helping them to continue to enjoy the outdoors.

Bob Haase continues to make a difference. What a gift you
are to all those you have touched, Bob.




Remembering Dan Harmon III

I certainly didn’t need any more
fly rods, but being the fly-fish-
ing gear junkie I am, I became
interested in some rods Dick Kraus
| had for sale. A few weeks ago, I met
Dick at his house and bought an
Orvis Battenkill bamboo 8 wt rod
from him. I also bought an Orvis 4
wt Superfine rod that he was selling
for Judy Harmon. Judy generously
donated many of Dan’s rods and
most of his gear to CWTU for our
fundraisers, but Dick is helping her
sell some of his higher quality rods. I
" am not sure if Dan ever used this rod
but it was in immaculate condition if
. he did. That’s not surprising since
. Dan was the kind of guy who kept all
- his fly-fishing gear in tip-top shape.
This rod is the sweetest little rod I
have ever owned. It casts like a
charm. Dan was a casting instructor
and often put on casting demonstra-
tions at different CWTU events throughout the years. 'm not
surprised that he would own one of the best casting rods Orvis ever
made. The rod casts like a 3 weight in my estimation so I underlined
it with a 3-WEF-F Scientific Angler line on a Redington Rise reel. I
was excited to fish with the rod but since the heat spell in August I
have not been trout fishing. In fact, I haven’t fished for trout since
the end of the hex hatch which for me was late June. I tend to leave
trout alone during July and August. I have had several outings for
smallmouth bass, bluegills and carp in recent weeks. In early August
the weather cooled a bit and we had a couple nights that dropped
into the 50’s. I decided to take a drive to one of my favorite little
spring crecks in the Driftless Area for the first test with the new rod.

casting at the 2016 Wisconsin
TU Youth Trout Fishing Camp.

Before I go any further, I just want to say that Dan was one
of my favorite people in the world. He was such a kind man and
a gentleman. Since he passed, I really have felt the loss and think of
him often. I worked on a couple of TU projects with him and
learned that his motto was to always do the right thing. He was
someone who many of us looked up to and admired. He was active
in Trout Unlimited since he first joined in 1973. He purchased a
lifetime membership and was always willing to tell anyone who
cared that he was the 52nd lifetime TU member in the country. I
never had the honor of fishing with Dan, but I know he was a
regular member of the group that went to Idaho every year and
fished the Henry’s Fork and other western streams like the Teton
River, Warm Springs and the Madison. Dan liked to fish with dry
flies so I decided I would fish his rod with only dry flies for the first
time. I would like to tell you where I fished, but I promised a couple
other guys who fish the stream to not reveal the name. It is a small,
remote, virtually unknown spring creek. It is not easy to get to and is
a2 1/2 hour drive from my house in Wild Rose and then a 1.5 mile
walk in to get to the good water. It is a narrow but deep stream that
holds some good-sized browns and brook trout, but it is very

By: Tom Meyer

——
A nice brown taken on a hopper using Dan’s old Orvis Superfine 4wt. rod.

difficult to wade. The water temps usually stay cool in this stream,
thus allowing the brook trout to thrive. The hopper fishing in late
summer and into the fall is always fantastic with lots of action and
fish that are willing to dart out from the banks to ambush a foam
hopper. On this day I set my alarm for 5 a.m. It was 55 degrees
when I left my house about a half hour later. After stopping at Kwik
Trip for coffee, I drove about 150 miles to the stream arriving about
8:30 a.m. No other fishermen were around but I was not surprised,
as there never is at this stream. The water was a bit murky and high.
I was surprised since it hadn’t rained in the area for about 6 days.
There may have been some cows hanging out upstream of where I
started. I lamented my decision to wear my waist high wading pants
rather than the chest high waders. I walked through high grass and
weeds for the 1.5 miles and by the time I got to the river I was
soaked with sweat and exhausted. The air temperature showed 65
degrees when I left my truck but it’s a very difficult walk this time of
the year with no established path. I started out fishing with a foam
hopper fly and decided to stick with it even though I didn’t sec a
fish or have a strike for the first 45 minutes. I was beginning to feel
that it might be one of those days that was going to be a bomb and
not worthy of the long drive and walk. I have been skunked many
times, so this was not a new experience for me but never in this
stream. As I got farther upstream the water seemed to clear a bit
and warm a few degrees enough to make the fish become active. I
started to catch some fish, and it turned out to be a pretty good day
even though I went over my waist high waders twice and was really
having trouble walking in the deep narrow runs with lots of
boulders to trip over. I did catch a beautiful 12-inch brook trout
that had amazing colors, and my last fish of the day wasa 15 1/2
inch brown. All the fish were caught on the same foam hopper and
the new rod fished like a dream. I couldn’t help but think about
Dan the whole day since I was using his rod, wearing one of his
fishing shirts I bought at TroutFest, and wearing the hat with his
signature from the Dan Harmon III fly fishing school which was
held again the first week of June. I would like to think Dan would
be happy that I was the new owner of his superfine rod and would
be taking care of it. He was a special guy and an iconic figure in our
chapter. His legacy will live on for years.




Continued from page 1

Come join us for the Sept. 20 work day which will start at the DNR
Habitat Restoration Station in Wild Rose. Volunteers will be
divided into three groups to work on three local streams. Lunch will

then be provided at the DNR Wild Rose Habitat Restoration Station.

October brings another exciting event. The DNR seminar Redd
training at DNR Wild Rose Habitat location will be held Sat, Oct.
25, 2025. Steve Devitt from the DNR is coordinating the event.
CWTU has sponsored lunch for the past events and will sponsor
breakfast and then bag lunch at the sites.

CWTU is proud to be a sponsor of TU-CARES. The Watershed
report was completed by Merjent Company through the work of Chris
Firkus. Linn Beck is now the coordinator of TU-CARES succeeding
the leadership of Tom Lager. Many thanks to Tom Lager for his
wisdom and leadership.

CWTU has adopted two streams through the State of Wisconsin
DNR, Adopt a Stream program. We have adopted the Mecan River
and the Pine River. Shawn Sullivan, DNR coordinator, is planning
further exciting restoration work on the Mecan.

“J N
Al Sanders providing some lunchtime music.

Trout in the classroom was successful. CWTU is supporting
Winnebago Lutheran Academy, also known as WLA, a private
Lutheran high school in Fond du Lac. Andy Papenfuss is managing the
program and will be releasing brook trout into Parson’s Creek. Wayne
Parmley has been instrumental with the success of the program.

The June Meeting was held in Green Lake June 11, 2025 at
Playground Park on the Mill Pond. The August picnic and board
meeting was held at the Tucker’s on the Pine River. Thirty seven people
attended and enjoyed catching up with old and new members.

Educational programs are held regularly following the CWTU
board meeting from September through May. The educational
programs will restart in September 2025 following the board meetings.

CWTU with the Elliott Donnelley work day May 17, 2025 was
held in conjunction with the TU-CARES Central Sands Commu-
nity Celebration. Members from CWTU, FVTU and Elliott

Donnelley, were present as were members of TU national and friends

of TU-CARES.




Change in location of The DNR is sponsorlng
CWT%J Board Meetings the Redd Survey Training
in October

As of Sept. 10,2025, Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited board

meetings will be held at the Winneconne Library located in the Steve DeVitt will be coordinating the upcoming Redd Survey training
Winneconne Municipal Center, 31 S 2nd Street,Winneconne. to take place on October 25th 2025 (rain date Nov. 2nd.) starting at
Board meetings begin at 6:15 p.m. Educational programs follow the the DNR Stream Habitat Improvement office located inWild Rose.
board meetings at 7:15 p.m. CWTU will continue to co- sponsor the program providing breakfast

2025 Programs: and a bag lunch at noon. Training on obtaining and using the Redd
Sept. 10 - “Night of the Favorite Fly” organized by Tom Meyer and others Survey app Vv\'lill followﬂbreakfast (approx. 1 12 hrs). This will be
Oct. 8 - “Euro Nymphing” by Al Sanders followed by "hands on" surveying the surrounding rivers. Bag lunches

Nov. 12 - “Spey Fly Fishing Techniques and More” by Jeff Treu will be provided around noon by CWTU.
Dec. 10 - “Three Down and Dirty Fies; Fly-tying Techniques” by Steve Nelson

2026 Programs:

Jan. 14 - “Fly Fishing Adventures” by Steve Heuser

Feb. 11 - “Night of the Caddis; tying the nymph, emerger and adult fly”
organized by Bob Haase,Tom Meyer and others

March - No board meeting as TroutFest will be held March 14,2026

Used Fly Fishing Gear for sale

Orvis, LLBean, Hardy, Leonard and a few brands of fly fishing
Dinner before Meeting/Presentation: equipment for sale from the estate of Dan Harmon III. Dan was
aleader in CWTU for many years and founder of the chapter’s
fly fishing school, named in his honor. He left behind a sizable
204 W Main Stree: .collectlon. of excellept gear, mcludmg rods, reels, lines a{ld other
Winneconne. Wi items. Things are priced to sell quickly. For a complete list of

’ what is still left for sale with prices, please contact Dick Kraus at
920-582-4422 920-987-5287 or email: rkraus001 @centurytel.net

Note:Topics subject to change

CWTU has a few tables reserved at:
Off the Wolf Supper Club

JUNKYARD SPEY
Special thanks to our YET N e
= RADING O
p I AT"UFNTL{;\ E A
° 2 DUTFITTE = \
supporters: ot
redshedflyshop.com yeti.com adventureoutfitterslic.com northforesttradingco.com
208-486-6098 833-225-9384 715-258-0775 northforesttradingco@gmail.com
ECK’ —Nm,
g
Meat Processing DESIGN
tightlinesflyshop.com becksmeatprocessing.com Email: oossg@vbe.com initial-design.com darkwatersflyshop.com tforods.com
920-336-4106 920-230-3393 920-687-0987 920-477-5062 906-284-9305 800-638-9052

Fall Line IOFFIC

JOUTEITTERS]

And thanks to those
we may have missed.

OUTFITTERS CO.

falllineoutfitters.com office-outfitters.com orvis.com
715-544-0019 715-258-3989 888-235-9763

* %4 | | —
Visit: cwtu.or G (S gy A
CWTU Officers & Board of Directors 2025

President: Laura Tucker, 920-622-5401 John Tucker, 920-475-227 | Wayne Gumz, 920-582-3964  Paul Feldhake, 414-378-7561
Vice President: Open Bob Haase, 920-922-8003 Steve Heuser, 920-470-0836  Open Seat (1)

Treasurer: Joe Peikert, 920-779-5270 Bob Jozwowski, 920-765-1887 Mark Hoffman, 920-850-91 16

Secretary: Mike Northam, 920-882-9396 Shawn Sullivan, 920-293-1888 Adam Zins, 920-850-671 |

Past President: Linn Beck, 920-216-7408 Tom Meyer, 715-281-5767 Tanja Zins, 920-903-693 |
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= OPEN T0 ThE

Euro Nymphing - o
Essentials to Get € '§
You Started! e

Fishing with nymphs is the most effective way to catch trout and Euro Nymphing
takes it to the next level. Al Sanders — a highly successful Euro Nympher from
Central Wisconsin — will discuss the essentials to get you started using this method.

All are welcome to attend the CWTU board meeting at 6:00 PM in the Winneconne RC
Library (31 S 2nd St, Winneconne, WI 54986). The Euro Nymphing presentation follows ;.
the board meeting - beginning at 7:15 PM. i\
LAl A\ \
Join us for dinner before the board meeting at “Off the Wolf” on 204 W. Main St., ! "' _' N .

Winneconne at about 5:00 PM.




